THEORY  OF  THE  PROLETARIAT
'the social State5 became more effective and benefi-
cent, so steadily the revolutionary potentiality of the
proletariat 'which had nothing but its chains to lose'
began to diminish. It began to have more to lose than
its chains. It was decreasingly under the compulsion
of primitive life-instinct to move to revolutionary
action. The original Marxian proletariat had to be
revolutionary to avoid physical extinction. That is
not true of the English working class to-day: therefore
the proletariat does not exist, in the original and
dynamic Marxist sense.7